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U.S. History 1
America’s Biggest Challenges
The republic of America faced many problems during the 1790’s like any other country. America had the task of building the nation’s economy during the anti-colonial revolutions. This can be attributed to the fact that the constitution was not yet written until 1787 hence and not ratified until 1788 (Aravena, 2018). For that reason, many of the problems that America faced were not reflected in the constitution. This made the future of the republic to be in the balance thus leading to the ‘’critical period’’, which was a period where Americans were not sure of what to expect in the political, social and economic aspects. The biggest challenges that America faced, ways of overcoming them and justifications that the United States could not have become a failed state in its first few decades of existence will be critically reviewed. 
One of the biggest challenges that early America faces is debt and taxes. Debts and taxes are critical components in any given nation since they affect the economy. America had acquired many debts during its growth during the Revolution. According to Hartman & Lewis (2016), there were many problems among the farmers in debt and collectors as a result of huge debts hence leading to events such as the Shay’s Rebellion. This caused America to be affected with economic problems because development was stagnated. Moreover, the Great Britain declined from importing southern goods into the British West Indies which was a great market. Thus, huge debts and taxes continued to affect the development of the young America.
Another main challenge that faced America was inadequate power to tax. The American government did not have the power to tax its citizens as well as regulating trade activities. This was difficult for the government to handle it businesses since there were no funds. In addition, the government was unable to control other states from inflating prices and doing exploitive businesses. This was followed by some states coming up with trade policies and tariffs hence discriminating other states from participating in trade. The imported goods were consumed in another state from the one imposing the tariff, meaning that the state was actually levying taxes on the citizens from other states. The government’s inability to tax and control trade had a direct impact to the American government (Wohlforth & Brooks, 2015). As a result, this led to the lack of flexibility to the government thus stagnating its expansion in all its sectors. 
State barriers were also another main challenge that America faced. The regulation of trade in America was not stable because it threatened to turn some states against others. There was commercial war against other states because of the different tariffs that were formulated. For example, Pennsylvania discriminated against Delaware and New Jersey as her good neighbours (Wohlforth & Brooks (2015), the aim of this was to benefit fully from the trade tariffs. For that reason, the trade restrictions resulted into war among the states of America hence discriminating other countries. Again, the currency was also repudiated meaning that the government could not pay its loans and debts that were meant to expand the economy. American citizens from abroad were no longer protected from the market and other aggressive states during in the trade activities. Hence, people began losing confidence with the American government.
Solutions
With time, America saw the importance of reducing debts and taxes. As hinted, the massive debts had affected businesses as well as the local producers hence losing confidence with the government. According to Hartman & Lewis (2016), the government realised that the economy wholly depended on the local consumers and producers. As a solution, the American government considered reviewing financial agreements and tariffs between the Great Britain which was one of the largest markets. Moreover, there was also need to review how taxes were regulated in the republic. The government considered taxing its citizens according to how much they earned as a way of attempting to improve the economy. Hamilton’s idea of paying off the debt was the main strategy that solved the massive debts crises. He was of the idea that the government should assume the entire debt of the federal government and the states. This would ensure that the old obligations in regards to the debts were all ignored and other new ones were to be borrowed. For that reason, this gave Americans an opportunity to borrow new money at lower interest rates for investments and expansion of businesses.
Again, there was need to eliminate the state barriers for the benefits of profitable trade in all states. Trade was one of the main sectors that were seen to be fundamental towards the expansion of the American economy. Trade tariffs decreased opportunities as well as providing competitive advantages to other products in the exports market. As a way of reducing trade discrimination, more ports were opened to allow states conduct businesses. States like Pennsylvania considered doing business with Delaware as a way of seeking to improve the economy (Acharya, 2018). The local producers began being recognized because their products were open to circulate in many states. The strength of the currency was also improved in order to benefit the consumers and producers who ventured into trade activities. Hamilton’s idea of creating a bank as a way of ensuring a more stable economy was also critical. As a result, more trading opportunities were opened for all the citizens in America.
There was also need to strengthen and improve the power to tax. Tax was one of the main sources of the government’s sources of income. After revolution, the American government was unstable because it was not in a position to collect taxes. As a way to improve the process of taxing, tariffs were reduced as the government controlled trade. Consumers who imported goods had to pay taxes for the improvement of the economy. According to Hartman & Lewis (2016), taxing policies were improved hence making it compulsory for the citizens to pay taxes to the government. Taxes were crucial in restoring the lost glory of America.
I believe that the United States could not have become a failed state in its few decades of existence. This is because of its geographical location which favoured business operations and movement. The United States had an impressive geography that was governed by the Greater Mississippi basin as well as the intra-coastal waterway. This enabled easier transportation for both people and goods from one place to another. According to Wohlforth& Brooks (2015), the American Midwest is the largest contagious piece of farmland hence benefiting farming activities. Farmers engaged in farming activities with an aim to achieve food surpluses and physical insulation to provide food for the increasing population. The geographical area was a clear indication that America was preparing for greatness and success in its few decades of existence. American citizens were keen to positively exploit the resources around them for a productive and successful nation.
Again, the peace and memory during the first decades of existence meant that America was not going to be a failed state. America had been engaging in long negotiations in regards to peace. For example, the long negotiations led to in the treaty of Paris in 1783 which were fundamental in creating a peaceful nation (Aravena, 2018). America is one of the peaceful nations as a result of the long term negotiations in the past. Like any other nation, America honoured the memory of its founding in order to establish an identity for the future generations to accommodate patriotism. For that reason, the memory of the founding as well as the revolution can be attributed to be a long political weapon. Through this, the American citizens were taught to be patriotic and democratic to their country as a way of making their nation strong. This was a clear indication that the United States could not have become a failed state in its few decades of existence. 
Aggressive citizens were also crucial in making America not become a failed state in its few decades of existence. According to Acharya (2018), the American citizens are the most aggressive based on being innovative and creative. The creativity is well shown in the production and manufacturing industries which have changed the world. This can be attributed to the earlier innovations across all sectors as a way of improving the convenience for operations. This has remained to be the same up to date as America is still the superpower. Notably, the aggressiveness of the American citizens can be attributed in the avoidance of it becoming a failed state. For that reason, the first decades of existence can be attributed as crucial roots of being a successful nation up to date. 
As hinted, the biggest challenges that America faced, ways of overcoming them and justifications that the United States could not have become a failed state in its first few decades of existence show the nation’s history. The United States can be said to have an interesting history in the social, political and economic sectors. The political sector has been changed as well as being re-constructed for the benefit of citizens. Democracy and patriotism have been promoted hence improving the political arena. This is the main reason why America is still the super power under almost all the sectors. 
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